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Burney Water District 

 

20222 HUDSON STREET, BURNEY, CA 96013   (530) 335-3582 

 
            February 3, 2025 
 

Notice of Proposed Increase in Sewer Rates in Compl iance with Proposition 218 
 
Dear Customer: 
 
This notice is to advise property owners and ratepayers served by the Burney Water District (BWD or District) of a 
proposed increase in the sewer base and commodity rates. 

 
If adopted, proposed sewer rate adjustments would become effective on the billing statement you will receive on or 
around July 1, 2025, with subsequent annual rate adjustments effective July 1st thereafter through 2029. This notice 
provides information about a Public Hearing on April 24, 2025, at which written and oral comments will be 
considered and a vote on the increase will be taken by the BWD Board of Directors. Furthermore, it provides 
information as to why BWD needs to increase rates. 
 
At the board meeting on November 21, 2024, the BWD Board of Directors approved the Burney Water District 
Sewer Utility Rate Study completed by PACE Engineering, Inc. (PACE). In compliance with State Proposition 218, 
passed by California voters in 1996, BWD is hereby notifying all affected property owners and sewer customers of 
the proposed rate changes. 
 
See the table at the end of this notice titled Fiscal Years 2025-2026, 2026-2027, 2027-2028, 2028-2029, 2029-
2030 Proposed Fee, Rate and Charge Increases for a comparison of the current fees, rates and charges and 
the proposed fees, rates, and charges. 
 
Why are sewer rates being increased? 
The last sewer rate increase was adopted by the BWD in 2015. PACE was retained by the District to review current 
sewer service charges and recommend rate adjustments to cover the costs of operating and maintaining the sewer 
system. This included needed improvements remaining that were recommended in the 2014 Sewer Master Plan 
(2014 SMP) completed by PACE, which were not completed as part of the most recent WWTP and Collection 
System Improvement Projects. 
 
The Rate Study presented the results of the review and analysis of the District’s current sewer service charges. 
This review was conducted to determine if the current rate structure provides adequate revenues needed to allow 
the District to recover the total costs of operating and maintaining the sewer system from existing and future 
customers. Costs reviewed included personnel, operation and maintenance (O&M), debt service, normal additions 
and replacements to the systems, administration, capital improvement programs, and depreciation. The Rate Study 
identified that current sewer rates do not provide sufficient revenues to sustain expenditures or the capital 
replacement program at levels needed for long-term sustainability.   
 
The purpose of the Rate Study was also to identify changes to the District’s current rate structure needed to provide 
future revenues to meet projected costs. The proposed rate structure was developed under the premise that 
service charges would be equitable such that, as nearly as practical, each customer would pay their fair share of 
the costs of providing the services received. 
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How will the proposed increase affect my sewer bill ? The typical residential sewer bill will increase annually 
over the next five years by the following amounts: $14.41 (40%), $15.13 (30%), $9.18 (14%), $5.98 (8%), and 
$1.61 (2%). Non-residential accounts will all now be charged based on winter water usage as well. This 
methodology will provide consistent base-rate practices for all District accounts. 
 
If rates were increased more slowly, the District would continue to operate in the red for a longer period of time, 
improvements could not be constructed as soon as needed, adequate reserve funds would not accumulate, and 
depreciation would not be funded. 
 
A public hearing before the Board of Directors of the Burney Water District to consider the issue of a rate increase 
is scheduled for: 
 

6:30 pm, Thursday, April 24, 2025 
Burney Water District Office Board Meeting Room 
20222 Hudson Street  
Burney, CA  96013 
 

You are invited to present oral or written testimony on the proposal at the public hearing. You have the right to 
protest this proposed rate increase. If you do, you must submit your protest in writing, even if you plan to attend the 
public hearing. If written protests are submitted by a majority of the affected property owners or customers, the 
proposed rate changes will not be imposed. 
 
Your written protest must be received prior to the close of the April 24, 2025, public hearing. Written protests must 
include a description of the parcel (parcel number) or utility (BWD) account number. E-mail protests will not be 
accepted. Send or deliver written protests to: 
 

Board Secretary 
Burney Water District 
20222 Hudson Street 
Burney, CA 96013 

 
We want to keep this rate increase as low as we can to minimize the financial impact on you, the ratepayers. 
However, we need to be able to adequately finance our operations in order to continue to provide environmentally 
safe disposal of wastewater. We appreciate the opportunity to serve you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Stephanie McQuade 
Executive Assistant / Recreation Manager 
Burney Water District 
 
 
Fiscal Year 2025-2026, 2026-2027, 2027-2028, 2028-2029, 2029-2030 Proposed Fee, Rate and Charge 
Increases: 
 

 Existing Proposed 
 FY 24-25 FY 25-26 FY 26-27 FY 27-28 FY 28-29 FY 29-30 

Single-Family Base Rate¹ 
($/HE) 

$24.23 $33.92 $44.10 $50.27 $54.29 $55.38 

Commodity Rate ($/CF) $0.017 $0.024 $0.031 $0.035 $0.038 $0.039 

1. One household equivalent (HE) equals 170 gallons per day (GPD) of wet weather water demand, which is the 
estimated flow from a typical single-family household. All users consuming more than this will be charged a 
corresponding higher base rate. 
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Burney Water District  – 2024 Rate Study Recommended Sewer Rates  
 Existing 

 FY 24-25 
Projected 
(FY 25-26) 

Projected 
(FY 26-27) 

Projected 
(FY 27-28) 

Projected 
(FY 28-29) 

Projected 
(FY 29-30) 

Recommended Monthly 
Base Rate ($/HE)  

$24.23  $33.92  $44.10 $50.27  $54.29  $55.38 

Recommended Monthly 
Commodity Charge ($/CF 
Average Winter Water Use )  

$0.017  $0.024  $0.031  $0.035  $0.038  $0.039 

                  Calculated Projected Sewer Rates Based on Average W inter Water Use ($Base + $Commodity / Month)  
0-4  $24.23   $33.92   $44.10   $50.27   $54.29   $55.38  

5-99  $24.32   $34.04   $44.26   $50.45   $54.48   $55.58  
100-199  $25.93   $36.32   $47.20   $53.77   $58.09   $59.28  
200-299  $27.63   $38.72   $50.30   $57.27   $61.89   $63.18  
300-399  $29.33   $41.12   $53.40   $60.77   $65.69   $67.08  
400-499  $31.03   $43.52   $56.50   $64.27   $69.49   $70.98  
500-599  $32.73   $45.92   $59.60   $67.77   $73.29   $74.88  
600-699  $34.43   $48.32   $62.70   $71.27   $77.09   $78.78  
700-799  $36.13   $50.72   $65.80   $74.77   $80.89   $82.68  
800-899  $37.83   $53.12   $68.90   $78.27   $84.69   $86.58  
900-999  $39.53   $55.52   $72.00   $81.77   $88.49   $90.48  

1000-1099  $41.23   $57.92   $75.10   $85.27   $92.29   $94.38  
1100-1199  $42.93   $60.32   $78.20   $88.77   $96.09   $98.28  
1200-1299  $44.63   $62.72   $81.30   $92.27   $99.89   $102.18  
1300-1399  $46.33   $65.12   $84.40   $95.77   $103.69   $106.08  
1400-1499  $48.03   $67.52   $87.50   $99.27   $107.49   $109.98  
1500-1599  $49.73   $69.92   $90.60   $102.77   $111.29   $113.88  
1600-1699  $51.43   $72.32   $93.70   $106.27   $115.09   $117.78  
1700-1799  $53.13   $74.72   $96.80   $109.77   $118.89   $121.68  
1800-1899  $54.83   $77.12   $99.90   $113.27   $122.69   $125.58  
1900-1999  $56.53   $79.52   $103.00   $116.77   $126.49   $129.48  
2000-2099  $58.23   $81.92   $106.10   $120.27   $130.29   $133.38  
2100-2199  $59.93   $84.32   $109.20   $123.77   $134.09   $137.28  
2200-2299  $61.63   $86.72   $112.30   $127.27   $137.89   $141.18  
2300-2399  $63.33   $89.12   $115.40   $130.77   $141.69   $145.08  
2400-2499  $65.03   $91.52   $118.50   $134.27   $145.49   $148.98  
2500-2599  $66.73   $93.92   $121.60   $137.77   $149.29   $152.88  
2600-2699  $68.43   $96.32   $124.70   $141.27   $153.09   $156.78  
2700-2799  $70.13   $98.72   $127.80   $144.77   $156.89   $160.68  
2800-2899  $71.83   $101.12   $130.90   $148.27   $160.69   $164.58  
2900-2999  $73.53   $103.52   $134.00   $151.77   $164.49   $168.48  
3000-3099  $75.23   $105.92   $137.10   $155.27   $168.29   $172.38  
3100-3199  $76.93   $108.32   $140.20   $158.77   $172.09   $176.28  
3200-3299  $78.63   $110.72   $143.30   $162.27   $175.89   $180.18  
3300-3399  $80.33   $113.12   $146.40   $165.77   $179.69   $184.08  
3400-3499  $82.03   $115.52   $149.50   $169.27   $183.49   $187.98  
3500-3599  $83.73   $117.92   $152.60   $172.77   $187.29   $191.88  
3600-3699  $85.43   $120.32   $155.70   $176.27   $191.09   $195.78  
3700-3799  $87.13   $122.72   $158.80   $179.77   $194.89   $199.68  
3800-3899  $88.83   $125.12   $161.90   $183.27   $198.69   $203.58  
4300-4399  $97.33   $137.12   $177.40   $200.77   $217.69   $223.08  
4400-4499  $99.03   $139.52   $180.50   $204.27   $221.49   $226.98  
4600-4699  $102.43   $144.32   $186.70   $211.27   $229.09   $234.78  
4800-4899  $105.83   $149.12   $192.90   $218.27   $236.69   $242.58  
5100-5199  $110.93   $156.32   $202.20   $228.77   $248.09   $254.28  
5300-5399  $114.33   $161.12   $208.40   $235.77   $255.69   $262.08  
5600-5699  $119.43   $168.32   $217.70   $246.27   $267.09   $273.78  
6600-6699  $136.43   $192.32   $248.70   $281.27   $305.09   $312.78  
7600-7699  $153.43   $216.32   $279.70   $316.27   $343.09   $351.78  
7700-7799  $155.13   $218.72   $282.80   $319.77   $346.89   $355.68  
8300-8399  $165.33   $233.12   $301.40   $340.77   $369.69   $379.08  
8800-8899  $173.83   $245.12   $316.90   $358.27   $388.69   $398.58  

11100-11199  $212.93   $300.32   $388.20   $438.77   $476.09   $488.28  
12600-12699  $238.43   $336.32   $434.70   $491.27   $533.09   $546.78  
15700-15799  $291.13   $410.72   $530.80   $599.77   $650.89   $667.68  
17600-17699  $323.43   $456.32   $589.70   $666.27   $723.09   $741.78  
20400-20499  $371.03   $523.52   $676.50   $764.27   $829.49   $850.98  
Other Rates Varies +40% +30% +14% +8% +2% 

 


